Bible Study

Quick recap

A Bible study discussion focused on Mark 3, specifically examining the phrase "he is beside
himself" as used by Jesus' family and friends who questioned his behavior. The group explored
how true faith should make believers appear unreasonably devoted or "beside themselves" in
ways that don't align with normal human logic or atheist worldviews. Michael explained that
authentic spiritual encounters typically involve receiving new names from God, as evidenced by
biblical figures like Abram becoming Abraham and Saul becoming Paul. The discussion
concluded with prayers about living lives that would genuinely reflect divine inspiration rather
than fitting comfortably within secular or religious norms.

Next steps

Next steps were not generated due to insufficient transcript.

Summary

Morning Routines and Global Connections

Michael and Jonathan discussed their morning routines and sleep patterns, with Michael
sharing that he has been waking up early for meditation and contemplation. Michael mentioned
inviting Mr. Gary from Germany to join and discussed reaching out to various contacts
including pastors from North Korea and a prison acquaintance named Brandon who connects
him to a billionaire family in South Africa.

Spiritual Study and Engagement Discussion

Michael and Jonathan discussed the importance of engaging with spiritual activities despite
challenges, drawing an analogy to breaking into enemy territory. They mentioned starting a
new reading plan in March, focusing on Chronicles 15, and currently being in Mark 3. The
conversation concluded with a prayer led by Michael, expressing gratitude for the opportunity



to study God's word and acknowledging the privilege of freely accessing it, compared to
others who risk much to do the same.

Jesus's Ministry and Teachings

Michael and Jonathan discussed the biblical story of Jesus healing a withered hand on the
Sabbath, which led the Pharisees to plot against him. They explored Jesus's selection of twelve
apostles, including Peter, James, John, and Judas Iscariot. The discussion also covered Jesus's
teachings about casting out demons and the importance of unity, as well as his response to
family members seeking him, emphasizing that those who do God's will are his true family.

Biblical Transformation and Faith Encounters

Michael and Jonathan discussed biblical teachings about being "beside themselves" in relation
to encountering God. Michael shared an example from scripture where Jesus renamed his
disciples, including Peter, James, and John, reflecting a complete transformation in identity.
They explored how true encounters with God should fundamentally change a person's life in
ways that might appear unbalanced or extreme to outsiders, particularly questioning what kind
of faith looks compelling to non-believers.

Biblical Transformative Encounters with God

Michael discussed biblical examples of people experiencing transformative encounters with
God, including Jacob/Israel, Abram/Abraham, and Saul/Paul. He explained how these
individuals were described as being "beside themselves" after such encounters, noting Jesus's
similar behavior in the Bible. Michael concluded by referencing Jesus ordaining 12 apostles and
later sending 70 others to preach and heal, emphasizing how ordinary people were given the
power to perform miraculous acts.

Faith and Jesus' Divine Nature

Michael discussed the concept of faith, referencing George Mueller's quote about faith
beginning when human capabilities end. He explained how people become "beside themselves"
when desperately seeking an encounter with Jesus, comparing it to a dog's single-minded
pursuit of a scent. Michael also questioned whether Jesus' family recognized his divine nature,



noting that while Jesus performed miraculous acts that couldn't be contained in books, his
family didn't seem to recall the prophecies or signs that indicated his special identity.

Living Devoutly for Jesus

The group discussed how Jesus's family considered him to be "beside himself" despite the
evidence of his divine calling, contrasting this with how most people's families would not
guestion their reasonable behavior. He explored the concept of living in a way that makes
Jesus "weep" due to the lack of faith, comparing it to watching a loved one die. The discussion
concluded with a prayer asking for the courage to live so devotedly that others might question
if one is "beside themselves" for Jesus.



