Bible Study

Quick recap

The group conducted a Bible study focused on Jeremiah 33, the discussion on God's promises
of restoration and joy for those who follow Him. The conversation explored the concept of the
"cost of discipleship” from both Matthew's Sermon on the Mount and Luke 14, examining how
true discipleship requires prioritizing God above family relationships. Michael shared insights
about how American Christianity is often treated as a casual hobby rather than a
transformative commitment, drawing parallels to Revelation's critique of lukewarm faith. The
discussion concluded with reflections on how people are already paying a heavy price for not
fully following God, and prayer for courage to fully submit to His will.

Next steps

Next steps were not generated due to insufficient transcript.

Summary

Biblical Study Group Discussion

The group met to discuss biblical study, with Jonathan and Michael initially discussing their
reading of the Sermon on the Mount and Matthew 8. Jonathan explained his focus on how
Jesus discipled the disciples, starting with the Sermon on the Mount and moving toward
practical application. The group was joined by Chris Martin from Aesop Baptist, and Michael
mentioned they typically have 5-6 participants including Nate who was absent due to travel.
The conversation ended with Michael preparing to lead a discussion on Jeremiah 33 and the
group beginning a prayer.

God's Promises of Restoration

Michael read a passage from Jeremiah 33 about God's promises of restoration and healing for
the people of Judah and Israel. The text described how God would bring health, cure, and
peace to the captives, allowing them to return to their land and rebuild. It concluded with



promises about the continued presence of David's throne and the Levitical priesthood, with
God challenging Jeremiah to break His covenant if it were possible.

God's Faithfulness and Covenant Promises

Michael read a passage from Jeremiah 33 about God's promises to David and the Levites,
emphasizing God's faithfulness and covenant. He connected the passage to Jonathan's current
situation, suggesting it speaks to trusting God's word, particularly in challenging circumstances.

Cost and Rewards of Discipleship

Michael discussed the balance between the cost of discipleship and the rewards promised by
God, citing biblical examples like Abraham's sacrifice. He explained how coming to Christ
brings cleansing from iniquity and relief from the stress and burden of sin, promising joy and
honor before all nations. Michael emphasized that while discipleship requires complete
obedience and submission, God desires to be glorified and to demonstrate His faithfulness to
the world.

Biblical Desolation and Transformation

Michael discussed biblical passages about desolate places and how they relate to modern life,
suggesting that empty homes and desolate areas can be filled with joy and gladness. He
emphasized the importance of focusing on the positive aspects of discipleship and the
promise of transformation, drawing parallels to biblical examples like Paul and Silas in prison.
Michael concluded by referencing a promise from God to restore and fulfill the good things
promised to the houses of Israel and Judah.

Cost and Rewards of Discipleship

Michael discussed the high cost of discipleship, comparing it to the current challenges in
society such as rising crime and stress levels. He emphasized that while following Jesus may
seem difficult, the rewards outweigh the costs and questioned whether people are already
paying a hefty price in other areas of life. Chris agreed, adding that the reward from living a life
of discipleship is much greater than the cost, and highlighted the essence of sin as wanting to
do one's own will instead of following God's.



Cost of Discipleship and Relationships

Michael discussed the cost of discipleship using Luke 14:25-33, emphasizing that following
Jesus requires prioritizing Him above family and personal interests. He highlighted statistics
about declining church attendance among young people and questioned the strength of
relationships built without Jesus. The discussion focused on examining whether current
relationships truly reflect the love and peace that should come from a relationship with God.

Christianity as Casual vs. Discipleship

Michael discussed how Christianity is often treated as a casual hobby in America, similar to
activities like golfing, which prevents people from experiencing God's power in their lives. He
referenced Revelation 3:14-22 and Jeremiah 33 to illustrate how people who have material
wealth but lack spiritual fulfillment are described as "lukewarm" and "desolate." Michael
explained that while following Jesus involves costs, there is a promise of peace, love, and
God's presence, contrasting with the empty meaning found in material possessions. Chris
agreed that true joy and peace come from following God as a disciple.

Christian Faith and Discipleship Insights

Michael shared insights from a book about a Christian who suffered in communist Romania and
later in the West, highlighting the spiritual depth of underground churches compared to modern
Western churches. He connected these observations to biblical teachings about faith and
discipleship, noting that while statistics show young people departing from faith, Scripture
promises that properly trained children will not abandon their faith. The conversation ended
with a prayer led by Michael, asking for courage, strength, and increased faith to live according
to God's words.



