Bible Study

Quick recap

Michael led a Bible study focused on Matthew 16, where he shared a dream about war
approaching and connected it to Jesus's warning about discerning the signs of the times. He
explained how false doctrine, like that of the Pharisees and Sadducees, can blind people to the
reality of their situation and the approaching dangers, comparing it to how Americans might be
ignoring warning signs about their nation's future. The discussion included reflections on
parenting and supporting children with athletic potential, with Michael sharing his thoughts
about balancing spiritual guidance with allowing children to pursue their talents. Lesley
contributed insights about true faith in Christ and the importance of denying oneself to follow
God properly, while warning about different church doctrines and practices that may not align
with biblical teachings.

Next steps

Next steps were not generated due to insufficient transcript.

Summary

Athletics and Faith Challenges

Michael shared his thoughts about the challenges of balancing athletic potential with following
God, using the example of a young athlete with NBA potential. He discussed how parents
would find it difficult to give up their child's sporting dreams, comparing it to his own
experience with potential NFL talent. Michael also mentioned that Greenville Baptist is the only
church that looks down upon professional sports among those he has attended.

Raising Talented Athlete Children

Michael and Jonathan discussed the challenges of raising talented children, particularly
focusing on a 15-year-old son who is 6'4" and already playing varsity sports in eighth grade.
They explored the dilemma of whether to develop athletic talents for potential professional



opportunities or restrict children from pursuing sports to prevent them from getting caught up
in negative environments outside the home. Michael shared his approach of involving his young
son in men's activities and Bible studies as a way to provide positive guidance and supervision.

Philosophical Engagement and Bible Study

Michael discussed a philosophical choice between fully engaging with the world or withdrawing
from it, using the analogy of a fishing rod and emphasizing the importance of equipping
children to navigate the world rather than leaving them unprepared. He then led a Bible study
focusing on Matthew 16, where he read about the Pharisees and Sadducees seeking signs from
Jesus and discussed Jesus's teachings about discerning spiritual times. The conversation
included a prayer where Michael thanked God for spiritual awakening and guidance through
scripture.

Bible Study on Jesus's Teachings

Michael read a passage from the Bible discussing Jesus's teachings about the leaven of the
Pharisees and Sadducees, followed by Jesus's conversation with his disciples about his identity
as the Christ and the founding of his church. He then explained Jesus's prediction of his
suffering and death in Jerusalem, along with teachings about denying oneself and taking up
one's cross to follow Jesus. The discussion ended with Michael asking Jonathan if he was
getting anything from the reading, to which Jonathan responded that there were 50 sermons in
that chapter and asked what had stopped Michael in the beginning.

Being Blind to Current Times

Michael discussed how people can be blind to the current times due to certain doctrines,
comparing it to how the Pharisees and Sadducees were blind to the approaching times in
biblical context. He referenced current world events, including a drone strike on a NATO
country, to illustrate his point about being unaware of the reality around them. Michael also
shared a dream he had about seeing approaching warships and Chinese soldiers, which he
interpreted as a warning from God not to be complacent.

God's Perspective on Reality



Michael discussed the importance of understanding God's perspective and not falling for a
"made-up" doctrine that ignores the reality of a fallen world. He emphasized the need to renew
one's mind to see America as God sees it and highlighted the significance of following the true
God, as demonstrated by prophets like Abraham and Noah. Michael also referenced Jesus
preparing his disciples for upcoming times and compared modern society's made-up realities
to following figures like Santa Claus and the Easter Bunny.

Cost of Discipleship Discussion

Michael discussed the cost of discipleship using the example of Peter's desire to follow Jesus,
emphasizing that true faith requires accepting difficult sacrifices. He drew parallels between
Peter's situation and modern discussions about America's relationship with God, suggesting
that true spiritual renewal might require sacrifice of personal freedoms. Lesley contributed by
reflecting on Jesus's mission to share the gospel with those who didn't care, emphasizing that
what feels comfortable to humans may be uncomfortable to God, and that true pleasing of
God requires faith in Christ rather than human efforts.

Christian Faith and Spiritual Insights

Lesley discussed her observations about different Christian practices and beliefs, emphasizing
the importance of focusing on Christ as the true mediator rather than relying on ancestors or
physical representations. She shared her perspective on how people often incorporate
Christianity as a superficial addition to their existing beliefs rather than truly following God's
word. Michael advised Lesley to be patient with others who may not understand her spiritual
insights, suggesting she is ahead of her time in her understanding of faith and the church. The
conversation concluded with Michael offering a prayer about spiritual realities and the
temporary nature of earthly things, expressing gratitude for God's guidance and grace.



