
Bible Study

Quick recap​

Michael led a Bible study discussion with Jonathan and Lesley, focusing on Mark 9, particularly 
the transfiguration of Jesus and the healing of the demon-possessed boy. The group explored 
Jesus's frustration with the disciples' lack of faith and discussed how true discipleship requires 
a messy, challenging process of spiritual growth. Lesley shared insights about living as a 
disciple through authentic actions and presence, while Michael emphasized the importance of 
seeking God's presence beyond comfortable or convenient settings. The conversation included 
reflections on faith, prayer, and the difference between religious practices and genuine 
discipleship, concluding with a prayer about dying to self and serving others effectively.

Next steps​

Next steps were not generated due to insufficient transcript.

Summary​

Bible Study and Pilgrim's Progress​

Michael and Jonathan discussed Michael's experience with Bible study at Jack's house and 
Jack's wife's involvement in spiritual activities. They explored themes from John Bunyan's 
"Pilgrim's Progress," particularly how the movie adaptation visually depicts the challenges of 
walking by faith. The conversation touched on how understanding deeper spiritual concepts 
can create a sense of missing something, and they referenced how Amanda described having a 
burden after coming to Christ, which Michael connected to the weight of sin in the story.

Bible Study on Transfiguration​

Michael led a Bible study on Mark 9, focusing on Jesus's transfiguration and related teachings. 
He read from the scripture about the transfiguration on a mountain with Peter, James, and 
John, followed by Jesus healing a boy with a demon. The discussion concluded with Jesus 



teaching about humility and the importance of receiving others in his name, including warnings 
about causing offense to believers.

Bible Study and Discipleship Discussion​

Michael and Jonathan discussed their Bible study, focusing on a passage about a father's 
prayer and Jesus's ministry. They explored the idea that Jesus might be focusing on the father 
rather than the son, highlighting the importance of faith. Michael reflected on how making 
disciples can be challenging and frustrating, comparing it to his experiences with people from 
different cultures while serving in Africa.

Adopting Jesus's Personality Through Faith​

Michael discussed how Christians should strive to adopt Jesus's personality rather than relying 
on their natural personalities. He used examples from the Bible, particularly Saul's 
transformation into Paul and Peter's experiences, to illustrate how personalities can change 
through faith. Michael also reflected on Jesus's frustration with his disciples, comparing it to 
the challenges of being a teacher and seeing limited progress in one's students.

Discipleship and Faith Process​

Michael discussed the process of making disciples, comparing it to a teacher mentoring 
advanced students. He explained that discipleship involves a sanctification process with 
challenges and investments, contrasting it with a previous approach of simply bringing people 
to church without ongoing support. Michael also shared insights about faith from Mark 8 and 9, 
emphasizing that taking steps of faith without seeing visible signs is essential, as the Pharisees 
missed an opportunity to witness a sign from heaven when they demanded proof.

Faith and Spiritual Promptings​

Michael discussed a passage in Chapter 8 where the Pharisees sought a sign from Jesus, 
explaining that if they had waited just five more verses, they would have witnessed a blind man 
being healed. He emphasized that faith requires taking action based on spiritual impressions 
rather than waiting for visible signs. Michael also shared a personal anecdote about how he 
trusted a subtle spiritual prompt to move across the country with his family, and concluded by 



emphasizing that Christians should unite around the principle that those not opposing them are 
effectively on their side.

Living as True Disciples​

Lesley discussed the importance of being true disciples of Jesus Christ by reflecting His 
presence through actions, kindness, and humility, rather than focusing on titles or personal 
achievements. She referenced scriptures from Luke and John to emphasize that believers 
should serve others and strive to do greater works than Jesus, highlighting the need for a 
tangible presence of God in their actions. Michael agreed with Lesley's points, citing John 14:12 
and additional scriptures to support the idea that God's presence should be evident in their 
lives and work.

Seeking God's Presence Differently​

Michael discussed the concept of seeking God in places that are convenient rather than 
recognizing Him in unexpected ways, referencing John Bunyan's "Pilgrim's Progress." He 
explained how accessing God's presence in the Old Testament required a complex process 
involving high priests and sacrifices, emphasizing the importance of reverence and dedication. 
Michael argued that while Jesus' sacrifice eliminated the need for animal sacrifices and high 
priests, the requirement for a sincere and focused heart remains essential when seeking God's 
presence.

Faith and Action in Prayer​

Michael discussed the importance of actions preceding prayer, drawing from the biblical story 
of Jesus teaching the disciples about prayer after they asked him. He emphasized that true 
faith involves actively serving God and engaging in meaningful work, rather than relying solely 
on divine guidance without personal effort. The conversation concluded with a prayer led by 
Michael, expressing gratitude for God's grace and asking for the strength to serve Him 
authentically.


