
Bible Study

Quick recap​

Michael led a Bible study focused on Matthew 5, the Beatitudes, discussing how Christians 
should live in a way that provokes persecution rather than conforming to society's standards. 
He emphasized that true discipleship requires putting God's kingdom first, citing examples like 
Peter leaving his fishing business to follow Jesus, and warned that unless Christians' 
righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, they cannot enter the kingdom of 
heaven. The discussion included practical applications of biblical teachings, with participants 
sharing personal experiences about sharing scripture with others and the challenges of living 
out Christian principles in daily life.

Next steps​

Michael​

• Send a text to Jonathan to check on his availability and encourage his participation in the 
next Bible study. ​

• Continue to be faithful in leading Bible studies, maintaining consistency in message whether 
the audience is small or large, as discussed with Kenny. ​

• Follow up with Mark regarding accountability and engagement in the group's Bible studies 
and discussions. ​

• Continue to encourage and support Jonathan and his family in their preparations (e.g., 
obtaining passports) for potential travel/ministry. ​

Collaboration​

• iPhone (Kenny): Consider deeper study of scripture, including cultural context, as inspired 
by Brother Avery's example mentioned in the meeting. ​

Summary​
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Bible Study on Beatitudes​

Michael led a Bible study focused on Matthew 5, discussing the Beatitudes and Jesus's 
teachings about living a righteous life. He reflected on how people often know biblical verses 
but don't implement them in practice, emphasizing the importance of matching words with 
actions. The discussion highlighted the need for practical application of biblical teachings 
rather than just memorizing verses, with Michael noting that if spiritual practices don't have an 
impact, they are "good for nothing."

Bible Study Discussion on Beatitudes​

Michael and iPhone discussed their Bible study, focusing on Matthew 5 and the Beatitudes. 
Michael explained his thoughts on persecution and the need for Christians to stand out rather 
than conform to society. He referenced Jesus's teachings about being the salt of the earth and 
the light of the world, emphasizing that true righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and 
Pharisees. The conversation ended with Michael considering the possibility of preaching in 
South Africa, noting its corruption compared to America.

Gospel Preaching and Disruptive Message​

Michael and iPhone discussed the nature of their gospel preaching, with Michael questioning 
whether their message truly challenges authorities like Jesus's did. They explored how Jesus's 
message disrupts conventional systems, including the economy, and debated whether their 
own preaching adequately reflects this disruptive nature. The conversation concluded with 
iPhone sharing a personal story about someone finding lost keys as an example of relying on 
God, emphasizing that the true message goes beyond material concerns to faith in divine 
power.

Faith Sharing and Discipleship Challenges​

Michael and iPhone discussed challenges in sharing faith with others and the importance of 
aligning one's actions with God's will rather than personal desires. They explored biblical 
concepts from Matthew 7 and Acts, emphasizing that true discipleship involves prioritizing the 
expansion of God's kingdom over personal pursuits. The conversation highlighted how 
accepting a self-focused gospel can lead to pride and arrogance in Christianity.



Faithfulness in Teaching and Ministry​

Michael discussed the importance of faithfulness in teaching and preaching, using biblical 
examples to illustrate how God values consistency in small settings before expanding one's 
influence. He shared a prophecy from a year earlier about receiving an international platform to 
speak to thousands, emphasizing that true faithfulness must first be demonstrated in personal 
relationships before larger opportunities arise. Michael expressed concern that many churches 
are not growing because leaders are misleading existing congregation members rather than 
focusing on faithfulness with the people they already have.

Church Growth and Biblical Context​

Michael discussed how churches often focus on external activities to grow rather than relying 
on God's guidance, noting that the Bible states God personally adds people to churches when 
he is pleased with their activities. iPhone shared his appreciation for the discussion and 
mentioned a specific point about cultural context in Jesus's teachings regarding marriage, 
which he learned from Brother Avery's content. iPhone expressed interest in deeper biblical 
study, particularly understanding the cultural context behind Jesus's statements.

Faith and Spiritual Awakening Discussion​

Michael and iPhone discussed faith and spiritual matters, with Michael explaining how Jesus 
constantly emphasized his relationship with God the Father. They talked about Jonathan's 
recent spiritual awakening and his family getting passports, indicating potential travel plans. 
The conversation included reflections on work situations and how faith can intersect with 
career decisions, with iPhone sharing his perspective on balancing work responsibilities with 
spiritual calling.


