
Bible Study

Quick recap​

The group conducted a Bible study focused on Mark Chapter 2, where they discussed Jesus 
healing the paralytic man and calling Levi the tax collector. The participants explored themes 
of active faith, the commitment required to follow Jesus, and the contrast between genuine 
discipleship and superficial religious practices. Lesley shared insights about how modern 
churches often compromise with government systems rather than fully following Jesus, while 
Michael reflected on the need for believers to demonstrate the same level of commitment they 
showed in secular pursuits. The discussion concluded with prayers of gratitude for the biblical 
teachings and their life-changing power.

Next steps​

Next steps were not generated due to insufficient transcript.

Summary​

Meeting Preparation and Waiting Period​

The meeting began with informal greetings and technical issues regarding microphones. 
Participants discussed current events in South Africa and general well-wishes. Jonathan 
mentioned he was driving to Charlotte and indicated that Mike would be joining the meeting 
shortly. The conversation ended with Jonathan asking Ryan to open the meeting with prayer 
while waiting for Mike to join.

Bible Study: Mark Chapter 2​

The group continued their Bible study, with Michael reading from Mark Chapter 2. The reading 
covered Jesus healing a paralytic, his interaction with scribes, calling Levi to follow him, and 
discussions about fasting and the Sabbath. The passage concluded with Jesus explaining that 
the Sabbath was made for people, not the other way around, and asserting his authority over 
the Sabbath.



Faithful Commitment in Community​

Ryan and Michael discussed the biblical story of friends carrying a paralyzed man to see Jesus, 
highlighting the importance of faithful and committed friends. Michael shared his personal 
experience as an athlete, reflecting on the strong sense of commitment he observed among 
teammates and peers outside of sports, contrasting it with the often-lackluster commitment he 
has seen within the church community. Both expressed a desire for more passionate and 
dedicated individuals within the body of Christ.

Spiritual Support and Faith Commitment​

Ryan emphasized the importance of the body of Christ edifying and lifting each other up, 
drawing parallels to the story of the paralyzed man being carried to Jesus. Michael shared his 
own experience of feeling spiritually paralyzed and being supported by friends, illustrating the 
concept of being "the friend on the mat." The group discussed the significance of active faith 
and the willingness to go to great lengths to encounter Jesus, comparing it to their past 
willingness to take risks for secular pursuits but questioning whether they offer the same 
commitment to their faith.

Faith and Miracles Discussion​

Ryan and Michael discussed the role of faith in relation to miracles and healing, referencing 
biblical stories including the healing of the paralytic man and Jesus's miracles in his hometown. 
They explored how doubt and fear can hinder faith, and emphasized the importance of active 
faith and trust in God's capabilities. The conversation highlighted that faith often requires 
action and willingness to meet God halfway, and noted that a lack of faith in the present day 
may contribute to fewer miracles occurring.

Bible Study and Ministry Calling​

Michael discussed the importance of reading the Bible as living and active instruction for daily 
life, rather than viewing it through a historical lens. He shared insights about the calling of Levi, 
highlighting how following Christ often comes with costs in various life spheres, referencing a 
missionary friend's experience in Afghanistan. Michael emphasized that being set apart for 
ministry, as seen with multiple biblical figures, is a key aspect of what it means to be a 
Christian.



Bible Study on Discipleship​

The group discussed a Bible passage about Jesus calling Levi, the tax collector, to follow him. 
Lesley shared insights about how modern Christians often compromise with the world similar 
to the Pharisees, noting that many churches in their area are registered as NGOs under 
government authority. The discussion highlighted the need for true discipleship rather than just 
attending religious rituals, with Lesley emphasizing the importance of not being afraid to speak 
the truth and fully following Jesus without compromise. The conversation ended with a prayer 
led by Michael, thanking God for the opportunity to study the Bible together and asking for the 
word to bear fruit in their lives.


