
Bible Study

Quick recap​

The group conducted a Bible study focused on Mark 14:1-42, discussing Jesus's final hours 
before his crucifixion. Michael led the discussion, highlighting themes of dedication, humility, 
and the contrast between serving God conveniently versus wholeheartedly. The participants 
explored how Jesus's willingness to face betrayal and death demonstrated true discipleship, 
noting the difference between converts and true disciples who "run to persecution." The 
conversation touched on how modern Christianity often focuses on comfort and convenience 
rather than the challenging path shown in scripture, with participants reflecting on their own 
spiritual commitments and the need for authentic worship beyond traditional religious practices.

Next steps​

• Michael: Reach out to the individual who was sentenced to life in prison for sharing the 
gospel (escaped from North Korea) to see if he can join the group. ​

• Michael: Contact Dan (in Afghanistan/India/Nepal region) to check in on him. ​

• Michael: Send out the meeting link to participants, especially to older members who may 
need it resent. ​

• Jonathan: Cover Mark 14:43-72 in tomorrow's session (as agreed with Michael). ​

Summary​

Prison Ministry Outreach Planning Discussion​

Michael and Jonathan discussed their fatigue and a long chapter ahead. Michael mentioned 
plans to reach out to a person sentenced to life in prison for sharing the gospel, who escaped 
from North Korea, to potentially join their group. He also discussed checking in with Dan, who 
is often traveling in countries like India and Nepal.

Document Work Division and Reading​
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Michael and Jonathan discussed dividing work on a document, with Michael proposing to 
cover sections 42-1 to 42 and Jonathan agreeing to handle 43-72 the following day. Michael 
then led a prayer and read from Mark 14, describing a woman anointing Jesus and the events 
leading up to the Last Supper, including Jesus' prediction of Judas's betrayal and the institution 
of the Eucharist. The reading concluded with Jesus taking his disciples to Gethsemane, where 
he prayed and found the disciples sleeping despite his request to watch and pray.

Biblical Insights on Humility and Service​

The group discussed insights from a biblical passage, focusing on Jesus's actions during the 
Last Supper and the story of the woman anointing Jesus with expensive ointment. Nate 
reflected on Jesus's willingness to sit with those who had betrayed him, while Michael 
highlighted how even Jesus's closest disciples failed to understand the significance of the 
woman's act. The discussion emphasized the importance of humility and trusting in God's 
provision, with Michael noting how Jesus's example demonstrates that life is ultimately about 
serving God rather than personal desires.

True Discipleship and Wholehearted Service​

Michael discussed the concept of true discipleship, drawing from biblical examples to illustrate 
the difference between serving God conveniently and serving God wholeheartedly. He 
explained that true disciples run toward persecution and sacrifice, citing Jesus' example in 
running to the cross despite facing betrayal. Michael emphasized that serving God in 
convenient ways may actually be serving Satan, as demonstrated by Judas's betrayal, and 
warned against people who think they are serving God while primarily serving their own 
interests.

Bible Reflections and Faith Discussion​

Nate and Michael discussed their reflections on a Bible verse about Jesus's willingness to face 
betrayal without hesitation, highlighting the contrast between Jesus's unwavering love and 
their own hesitations. Michael shared insights about how Christianity differs from traditional 
perceptions, emphasizing that true faith involves obedience and prioritizing spiritual matters 
over worldly concerns. They also discussed how church traditions, like Easter celebrations, can 
sometimes distract from the core message of Jesus's life and teachings.



Early Church Requirements Discussion​

Michael discussed his conversation with someone about the requirements for being part of the 
early church in Acts, where members had to sell all their possessions. The person expressed 
conflict between the strict requirements in the Bible and current practices, noting that even 
giving a percentage of possessions was once considered worthy of death. Michael emphasized 
that Jesus asks for everything from followers and highlighted this as evidence of having a 
different spirit. Jonathan agreed with the discussion and expressed appreciation for what was 
being revealed.

Genuine Spiritual Worship Discussion​

Michael and Jonathan discussed the importance of genuine spiritual worship and the 
authenticity of Bible studies. Michael emphasized that true worship goes beyond academic 
exercises or motivational speeches, requiring surrender and conviction. They concluded with a 
prayer led by Michael, focusing on living a life of true worship in spirit and truth.


